
RURA L ARKANSAS TELEPHONE SYSTEMS, INC. 
1'0 BOX 608 

MarlellC I t Dortch 
F<"dcral Communications Commission 
445 12th Strec:t, SW 
Washington. OC 20554 

DANVILLE. AR 72833 

August 24, 20 11 

Rc, w e I~kel NUl- 1(1..90. 07· IJS, OS-J37 and O) · H)9, GN Oocket No. (19·5 1 and 
CC I)o<;k~t Nos. OI-9Z and %-45; Connec t "meri"" Fund , • National 
Hroad rno nd I' la n ro r Ou r Futu re. .:It. bl is hin~ .'us l and Reasonable Ra tel for 
Loc~ 1 b chnge C. rrle ..... , Ililh,COll I URi>'tru l SUl'fl'Ort. [)e"eloping . Unifird 
Inlerearricr Cum(lf'nsa ll" n Regime. I't<lera l-S ,.te Joi nt Roaro on Un;,'ersa l 
Sen 'itt, Lifeline a nd Li nk-up 

Dear Ms. Dortch: 

The Rural Arkansas Telephone Systems writes in support ofll'e Universal Service 

Fundllntercarrier Compensation/Connect America I' und refonn proposal for rural ralo-of-,elum 

j,\Cum~nt local exchange carriers (RLECs) offered by Ihe National Telecommunications Cooperati,'c 

Association (NTCA). the Organi7.ation for the Promotion and Advancement ofS",all 

Telecommunications Compan i~'S (OI'ASTCO). and the Western Telecommunications Alliance (WTA) 

(collectively. the Associations) to the Commis.~ion on April 18.20 11. alld as modified on July 29, 2011 

(the RLEC I'lan). This Plan incorporates a balance ofmcchanisms intended\<} enable ade(juste cost 

recovery for RLEC s while enabling the deployment and maintenance of broadband and broadband· 
capable networks. These cost recovery mechanisms arc aligned with the Commission"s interest in 

constra ining growth of high -cost support funds., and are designed to be implement~-d in complementary 

fashion with the America's Broadband Connectivity (ABC) Plan filed by large aoo mid-size came ..... al SQ 

on July 29. 2011 (colle<:tively. the Consensus Framework). In this regard, the Rural Arkansas Telephone 

Systems urges the Commission to refrain from moditying elements of the Consensus Framework. 
including, but not lim ited to, reductions in the amount of sUJlPOn; the imposition of any hard cap on high . 

COSt su pport; or adjustments that would affcct adversely RLECs ability to obtain compensatory rcSQurces 



from an inlcrearrier compensalion restrucluring mecllanism. The carefully crafted compromises made by 

Ihe Kurnl Associalions ..... ere luocd 10 mCCI speci fic objectives lhal enable adt."qu8Ie cOS! and revenue 

rt:CO\"cry and encourage regulalory cenainty. Adjustments 10 the Consensus Framework lhat a ff~"Ct Ihose 

imeresls ad"erscly could undconine lhe overall Cffe<;livcness of the C()f1sensus Frame ..... ort:. thereby 

eliminaling not only industry oonfO(\cncc in an IOCCeptahk reform solution, but a lso in"eslor confide""" 

Ihal enables Ihe injection of "ecessary private carital to suppon nel ..... orls where no business case can be 

made. 

The Rural Arkansas Telephone Systerru; members ser.·e the rural areas ""here no other provider 

ventu res as the ealTier of las I ",-son. The RLEC Plan. as amendc-d by Ihe Consensus Framework, 

facilitales lhe ongoing nature of thaI role. and lhe Rural Arkansas T elcphone Syslems Iherefore urges Ihe 

Commission to adopt and implement it withoul modifICation. 

Respectfully submiUed. 

SIeve Smilh. I'resident 
Rural Arkansas Telephone System 

Rural Arkansas Telepllone Syslems Members: 

Arkansas Telephone Com",,"y 
Central Arkansas Telephone Cooperalive 
MadiS()n County Telephone C()/n""ny 
Magazine Telephone Com""oy 
Nor1hem Arhnsas Telepbooc Company 
Pinnacle Communications 
Prairie Grove Telephone Coon""ny 
Rice [leI! Telephone Company 
Soulh Arbnsas Telephone Company 
Southwest Arkansas Telephone Coopcr3live 
TDS Telecom 
Walnut Hill Telephone Con'pany 


